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Book Bands at KS2 – a Guide for Parents

Following the success of our book band system at KS1, this year we are rolling out book bands at KS2.  This will allow us to provide more guidance and support to our learners on their journey to becoming independent and reflective readers who SHINE with their love of reading.

With the help of SCPA, we have already purchased the start of a high-quality book-banded library for KS2.  This includes books from a variety of reading schemes as well as non-scheme books that have been carefully assigned to the correct bands by expert librarians.  Over the course of the year, we expect to add many more banded books to the collection; we are applying for grants for our library development project, and will keep you up to date with our progress.


How do KS2 Book Bands work?

Book bands at KS2 are similar to those at KS1, and the colours of the lower bands overlap with those of KS1.  However, all the books in the KS2 banded library have been chosen because the content and style of the books is suitable for KS2 readers.  This means that every child can borrow books that are equally appealing and interesting to them, whilst also being closely matched to their current reading level.

The books in our KS2 banded library range from Turquoise band (reading age 6-7) to Black band (suitable for confident 12-year-olds).  At all bands, we have carefully chosen books that represent a wide variety of different genres and styles, including engaging non-fiction books, original stories, retellings of myths and legends, classic texts, stories from our literary heritage, and stories from around the world.  This will allow our KS2 readers to experience a broader range of reading, rather than sticking to just one type of book.  

Ongoing reading assessments will be used to establish which level children are reading at and whether they are ready to move up to the next level.  Progress through the levels is not automatic, and children will progress at different rates.  At every level, we will expect children to have read and responded to a variety of different books, showing good understanding and fluent reading.  Please see the reverse of this letter for tips on how to help your child get the most out of their current level of books.

A Word of Caution:  You will be doing your child no favours if you rush them through books.  It is not a race, it is a journey!  Many of our banded books are quite short, but they contain complex language and ideas that need time, thought and discussion to fully understand.   If children are rushed through the books they will not achieve the enjoyment and understanding necessary.

Thank you for reading with your child at home.  It is such an essential part of their development as a reader and you play a crucial role in nurturing their love of reading.

How to Support Your Child’s Reading at Home
Children in Oak and Willow Class will be initially assessed against the book bands over the course of term 2 and term 3.  A note will be made in your child’s reading and spelling journal, and they will begin to bring home banded books from school.  This guide will help you to support your child’s reading, based on the band they have been allocated.

	
	Description of the band
	How to support your child

	Turquoise
	Turquoise books are suitable for children who are beginning to read with more confidence, decoding the text with less dependence on illustrations.  They may include unusual or challenging vocabulary: this is often listed at the start of the book.  Stories may include extended descriptions, and non-fiction texts contain longer, more formal sentences.
	· Discuss the meaning of the key vocabulary at the start of the book.
· Listen to your child reading aloud from their book each day.  
· Encourage them to reread longer sentences more than once, with increasing expression and fluency.
· Read some paragraphs to your child, modelling how to use the punctuation to help with the meaning.
· Talk about how events in the book relate to each other and help your child to understand how the story builds up.
· Ask them to tell you about interesting things they found out and show you where information is in the book.

	Purple
	Purple books include more of the longer sentences alongside a wider range of challenging vocabulary.  Stories develop the plot, character and setting in more detail, whilst non-fiction books present information in a greater variety of different ways.  Some purple books include short chapters to develop sustained reading.
	· Discuss the meaning of the key vocabulary at the start of the book, and unusual words that you come across during reading.
· Encourage your child to read some pages of the book silently in their head, then tell you what happened or what they learnt.
· Listen to some pages read aloud, encouraging the use of expression and taking account of punctuation.  It can help to read the same section back to them, then to do it again together.
· Talk about how events in the book relate to each other and help your child to understand how the story builds up.
· Ask them to tell you about interesting things they found out and show you where information is in the book.

	Gold
	Gold books have a more sophisticated style of language, and will try to challenge the reader to think about the meaning of words and phrases.  Story structures and text layout may be more unusual.  Some gold books include longer chapters to develop sustained reading.
	· Each reading session, decide together how much of the book to cover – for example, one or two chapters a day.  
· Encourage your child to read some pages of the book silently in their head, then tell you what happened or what they learnt.
· Ask your child to read some pages of the book aloud to you, so you can enjoy hearing them read with expression and at pace.  They could prepare first by reading it through in their head.  It is also helpful to model expression and phrasing by reading the same section back to them, then trying it together.
· Ask your child to find parts of the text that describe a character or place and talk about the words used in the description.
· Ask them for regular updates on what is happening in the book, so that you know how the different chapters or sections link.
· Talk together about how much they enjoy a book or a type of book.  Encourage them to look for more books of the type they enjoy.

	White
	White level books may include longer sentences, with commas to help with phrasing.  In stories, the characters are more fully developed, and the reader will have to use clues to work out what they are thinking or feeling.  Non-fiction texts include more detailed information, with increased challenge in the layout.
	· Each reading session, decide together how much of the book to cover – for example, one or two chapters a day.
· Encourage your child to read some pages of the book silently in their head, then tell you what happened or what they learnt.
· Ask your child to read some pages of the book aloud to you, so you can enjoy hearing them read with expression and at pace.  They could prepare first by reading it through in their head.  Help them with any sections that don’t sound right first time through.
· Ask them to find parts of the text that describe a character or place and talk about the words used in the description.
· Talk together about what the characters might be feeling or thinking.  Are there any clues in the text?
· Ask your child for regular updates on what is happening in the book, so that you know how the different chapters or sections link.




	
	Description of the band
	How to support your child

	Lime
	Lime level books include a widening range of layout, genre and writing styles. Stories require the reader to interpret characters’ motives and feelings from their speech and actions.  Non-fiction books include more technical vocabulary that may not be directly supported by illustrations.
	· Continue to read with your child and talk to them about their reading.  
· Read the book yourself so you can discuss the smaller details.
· Ask them to read aloud some parts of the text which they particularly enjoy.  This may include action or description. Talk about how the writer made those parts so enjoyable.
· Talk about how characters develop or how they react to different people, places or events.
· Ask questions which make your child look back through the page to find answers.  Support them as they develop skills in skimming and scanning to find the information to answer your question.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Brown
	Brown level books provide more complex plots, and longer chapters that develop reading stamina.  Vocabulary includes more sophisticated word play and puns.  Stories often include a distinctive narrator’s voice, and characters are developed through dialogue and action (‘show’ not ‘tell’).  Non-fiction texts build ideas across longer sections and include technical vocabulary that is not supported by illustrations.
	· Continue to set aside time for regular quiet reading sessions.
· Read the book yourself so you can discuss the smaller details.
· Ask your child to choose a part of the text to read aloud.  Encourage them to read with expression, for example using a faster pace when events are exciting, or showing the feelings of characters by how they speak.
· Talk about how characters develop or how they react to different people, places or events.
· Have a conversation at the end of each reading session: can they tell you what’s happening in their book?
· Ask questions which make your child look back through the book to find answers.  Support them as they develop skills in skimming and scanning to find the information to answer your question.

	Grey
	Grey level books provide increased opportunities for the reader to practise their skills of inference and deduction.  This means it is not always straightforward to understand what’s going on.  For example, characters’ motivations may be more subtle and may be built up over larger portions of the book.  Different characters are likely to have different points of view about events, and these might not be the same as the narrator’s.  Non-fiction texts build ideas across longer sections, and may invite the reader to form their own opinions.
	· Continue to set aside time for regular quiet reading sessions.
· Ask your child to choose a part of the text to read aloud.  Encourage them to read with expression, for example using a faster pace when events are exciting, or showing the feelings of characters by how they speak.
· Have a conversation at the end of each reading session: Can your child tell you what’s happening in their book?  Which parts were harder to follow, and what did they do to puzzle them out?  You might need to reread some sections together, helping your child to link information and clues and build a better understanding.
· Discuss the point of view of different characters and the narrator.  Who do you agree with?  Why?
· Ask your child to tell you their opinions about characters in fiction or topics in non-fiction.  Can they back their opinions up with evidence from the book?

	Dark Blue
	Dark blue level books continue to stretch the readers’ inference and deduction skills.  These books are not an easy read, but they are very satisfying if you maintain attention and think about what’s going on.  Dark blue level includes a greater range of structures and styles, providing opportunities for the reader to make links and connections across the whole text, and to see links to other texts that they have read.

	· Continue to set aside time for regular quiet reading sessions.
· Have a conversation at the end of each reading session: Can your child tell you what’s happening in their book?  Which parts were harder to follow, and what did they do to puzzle them out?  You might need to reread some sections together, helping your child to link information and clues and build a better understanding.
· Sometimes ask your child to choose a part of the text to read aloud, showing their understanding by using expression, tone and pace.  Challenge them if their reading doesn’t help you understand the characters or plot.
· Discuss particular vocabulary used by the writer.  Why did they choose that word?  What does it tell us?
· Discuss the links between this text and other texts that you have read (or watched – films count!)  What’s the same and what is different?  Do they share a theme?

	Dark Red
	Dark red level books are more complex than previous levels in terms of structure, style or themes.  These books will provide much more challenge than most ‘normal’ children’s books published for the 8-12 age range.  To understand them, the reader needs to be fully alert and willing to learn, paying attention to details in the language, and building their understanding of characters or themes with each chapter that they read.
	· Continue to set aside time for regular quiet reading sessions.  Make sure you allow time to talk about the book - your child is very unlikely to understand this level of book without discussing it with you.
· Have a conversation at the end of each reading session: Can your child tell you what’s happening in their book?  Which parts were harder to follow, and what did they do to puzzle them out?  You might need to reread some sections together, helping your child to link information and clues and build a better understanding.
· Suggest that your child invites friends to a ‘Book Group’. If they are all reading the same book, you could skim-read the book first and prepare some questions for the book group to discuss. Or perhaps the Book Group could be an opportunity for them to recommend and share new books with each other. 

	Black
	Black level books are the final KS2 book band.  These provide a high level of challenge, even to very confident readers.  They may include complex structures, unreliable narrators, or archaic language.  To get the most from these books, the reader needs to have a lot of experience to draw on; they will need to think carefully about the structure, language and vocabulary the writer is using, and the impact this has on the reader.
	· Continue to set aside time for regular quiet reading sessions.  Make sure you allow time to talk about the book - your child is very unlikely to understand this level of book without discussing it with you.
· Have a conversation at the end of each reading session: Can your child tell you what’s happening in their book?  Which parts were harder to follow, and what did they do to puzzle them out?  You might need to reread some sections together, helping your child to link information and clues and build a better understanding.
· Suggest that your child invites friends to a ‘Book Group’. If they are all reading the same book, you could skim-read the book first and prepare some questions for the book group to discuss. Or perhaps the Book Group could be an opportunity for them to recommend and share new books with each other.
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